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hypothesis. In addition to guiding her deductive research, the qualitative interview data also provided Bachman’s 
research with a wealth of narratives that added meaning and depth to the statistical relationships that were found at 
the aggregate level. For example, many homicide offenders revealed what conditions of social disorganization and 
economic deprivation were like in their own lives. One offender talked about the reality of his disorganized childhood, 
being placed in multiple foster homes:

I was pretty much living in foster homes since I was about two. I guess my parents weren’t doing too good—you 
know, drinking and partying. My brother got put into a different foster home, but my sister and I got in the same 
one. After several moves, we all eventually got placed in the same home. We moved around quite a bit. (p. 38)

Finding support for relationships between the independent and dependent variables at two different levels—the 
individual level and the community level—provided validity to Bachman’s (1992) conclusions that both social disor-
ganization and economic deprivation are related to homicide in American Indian communities. T. T. Campbell and 
Fiske (1959) explain the validity-enhancing qualities of triangulation:

If a hypothesis can survive the confrontation of a series of complementary methods of testing, it con-
tains a degree of validity unattainable by one tested within the more constricted framework of a single 
method. . . . Findings from this latter approach must always be subject to the suspicion that they are method-
bound: Will the comparison totter when exposed to an equally prudent but different testing method? (p. 82)

Case Study of Embedded Design: Investigating Rape

Testa and colleagues (Testa, Livingston, & VanZile-Tamsen, 2011) supplemented their quantitative study of violence 
against women with a qualitative component because violence against women is “a complex, multifaceted phenom-
enon, occurring within a social context that is influenced by gender norms, interpersonal relationships, and sexual 
scripts” and “understanding of these experiences of violence is dependent on the subjective meaning for the woman 
and cannot easily be reduced to a checklist” (p. 237). This was an embedded—QUAN(qual)—design.

Victims’ responses to structured questions indicated an association between alcohol and rape, but when victims elab-
orated on their experiences in qualitative interviews, their comments led to a new way of understanding this quantitative 
association. Although this association has often been interpreted as suggesting “impaired judgment” about consent by 

Exhibit 11.3
Theoretical Model for American Indian Homicide That Emerged From Bachman’s 
Qualitative Interviews With American Indian Homicide Offenders
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